
A note from the CASCOE 
team:

We would like to invite you
to the Southwest Area
Rally in Colorado Springs,
Colorado at the Antler’s
Hotel!!

CASCOE has been planning
fun events for everyone to
enjoy starting with
hospitality in the
Governor’s Room in the
Antler’s. Kevin Reeves has
planned out a scavenger
hunt to go along with the
pub and grub crawl on
Thursday night. This is a
great opportunity to see the
downtown area of Colorado
Springs and taste some of
your favorite beers as well
as trying some locally made
brews.

Friday’s meeting has some
great speakers planned and
will be followed up with a
fantastic meal of prime rib
or pulled pork along with
many amazing donated
scholarship items at the
famous Phantom Canyon,

just across the street from
the Antler’s Hotel.

On Saturday, after the
conclusion of the meeting,
we have allowed the rally
goers to take time and site
see around the downtown
Colorado Springs area but
be ready to load up on a
bus at 5:00 p.m. Chuck
Hanagan has planned his
legendary Cripple Creek
gambling trip and you
won’t want to miss it!
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Each individual member must show in 
good faith that he or she is interested 

in the purpose of this Association.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

April 26, 2018 
2:00 – 5:00pm Registration
5:00 – 6:30pm Hospitality Room - Governor’s Suite
6:30pm – Pub and Grub Crawl/Scavenger Hunt

April 27, 2018 
7:00 – 8:30am Registration & Continental Breakfast
8:00 – 5:00pm Rally Meeting & Dillard Financial 
Solutions Inc. Retirement Training
5:00 – 6:00pm Hospitality Room
6:00pm – Banquet and Scholarship Auction at 
Phantom Canyon

April 28, 2018 
7:00 – 8:30am Breakfast
8:30 – 11:30am Rally Meeting
5:00pm – Cripple Creek Casino Trip
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Hadley Schotte is the son of Marysville, Kansas PT, Kelly Schotte, is a sophomore attending Hutchinson Community College, 
and is being awarded the 2018 SWA Open Continuing Scholarship.

Brooke Stoddard is the daughter of Angleton, Texas PT, Julie Stoddard, and is being awarded the 2018 SWA Traditional 
Scholarship as an incoming freshman. 

Both recipients competed in livestock judging at the Houston Livestock Show and the San Antonio Livestock Show this year.  

FSA raising the cream of the crop!!

Join us in congratulating these two, and wishing them luck at National Scholarships!

Ok, so you’ve purchased an 
item at the auction.  It won’t 
fit in your luggage, you flew 

in, and you have enough 
carry-ons already!  

What now??
There is a UPS Store, a FedEx 
Ship Center and a USPS post 

office within 3 minutes of 
The Antlers, and they are all 
open on Saturday morning!  
Don’t let getting your item 

home deter you from 
supporting the NASCOE 

Scholarship auction!
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DSA for Distinguished Service to 
Community

Kevin Owen - Oklahoma

Our CED, Mr. Kevin Owen, exemplifies the meaning of family, work and country.

He is currently serving as Senior Master Sergeant for the 137th Civil Engineering 
Squadron at Will Rogers Air National Guard Base in Oklahoma City, OK, after his 
service with the U.S. Army from 1998-2002. In February of 2002 he was deployed 
to Kandahar Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. Upon his 
completion of his four year enlistment, Sergeant Owen returned to continue his 
civilian education at Oklahoma State University in Stillwater, Oklahoma. In December 
2005, Sergeant Owen earned his Bachelor of Science in Plant and Soil Science at OSU and was then accepted into 
the graduate college. Following two years of graduate school, he accepted a position with the United States 
Department of Agriculture in Medford, Oklahoma where he is still employed.

In March 2003 while attending OSU, he joined the Readiness Flight of the 137th Civil Engineering Squadron. In 
December 2010, the 137th CES was mobilized and deployed to Ali Al Salem, Kuwait in support of Iraqi Freedom. 
During this deployment, Sergeant Owen served in the Utilities Shop as a Water and Fuels Craftsman. Shortly after 
returning from deployment, Sergeant Owen was selected to serve as First Sergeant for the 137th Civil Engineering 
Squadron.

In September 2016 Kevin was selected as Senior Master Sergeant for the 137th CES. His Unit received notice that 
in October 2016 they would be deployed to Dubai, United Arab Emirates.  However, a medical condition 
discovered shortly before deployment kept him state side. He was still considered deployed, but remained at Will 
Rogers Air Force Base to be the liaison between military men and women and their families.

Kevin Owen’s military career has spanned almost 20 years. He has deployed three times, serves one weekend 
each month and completes several special trainings during the year.

In addition to his military career, he has been employed since 2007 with the USDA-FSA as the CED of Grant County 
Oklahoma. In this capacity he manages five employees and works closely with producers of Grant County to 
ensure a safe, affordable food supply.

Mr. Owen’s community involvement is a significant part of his life. Before returning to Perry, Oklahoma in August 
of 2014, he served on the Medford School Board, started a wrestling program, and was an active member of the 
First Baptist Church where he taught Sunday school classes and Bible Champs. He also was a member of the 
Medford Lions Club.

After returning to his home town of Perry, he continues to be active at the FBC Perry where he continues to teach 
Sunday school to the 5th and 6th graders, and attends camp as a chaperone/counselor. He is an assistant coach 
for the Oklahoma Swarm Softball team and is an active member of the Perry Quarterback Club and Takedown Club.

Kevin has been married to Barbara for 19 years. They have three children Kohl, 17, Kaleb, 12 and Sayben, 8. The 
children are active in their Church as well as athletics through Perry Schools. There isn’t an athletic event that his 
kids are involved in that he misses. He is their biggest cheerleader and critic.

Kevin Owen embodies DSA for Service to Community. He serves and protects our country, is a valued employee 
with the Department of Agriculture and volunteers with his church and school.  His Military awards and honors are 
numerous. He is respected by his subordinates in the 137th CES. The employees of the Grant County FSA are 
grateful for his leadership and support.

Kevin was nominated by his peer and colleague, Sabrina Blaser. 4



Jerri McLemore began her service with FSA in 1999 as a temporary PT. She 
became a permanent employee in 2000. 

In 2003, Jerri’s CED transferred to a county office in Texas and she ran the office as 
a PT, until she gained a new CED fresh from the COT program. This CED was fairly 
new to the agency and Jerri took on the challenge of teaching this young man the 
ropes. Although this pairing was short lived, he attributes much of his success in 
the agency to his time working with Jerri and the “encouragement” she used to 
point him in the right direction. He considers his time working with Jerri as the 
springboard he needed to begin his career. He is now a successful CED and he has 
served OKASCOE as the President for two terms and he holds a chair position in the 
SWA also.  

In 2007, the county Jerri worked in was combined with another county office and 
Jerri worked as a PT in the combined office until 2012 when the CED retired and 
Jerri became the “acting CED”. Shortly after, another CED retired in adjoining 
counties and the 4 counties became shared management, under Jerri’s supervision.  

What started out as a temporary action (acting CED) turned into a service of 4 
years, with Jerri having to carry the load that was previously carried by 2 CED's and 
2 Program Technicians. She willingly managed the day to day business of regular 
FSA programs along with 4 years of various disaster relief programs in the 4 
counties and she also managed the staff of the two offices.

After going above and beyond, Jerri was finally announced as the official CED of the 
4 counties in 2016.

Jerri has become involved in OKASCOE and was the elected district CED Director, 
she also served as the Co-Convention Chair for the 2017 OKASCOE convention. 
Jerri has served as a representative to the STO for employee awards and she has 
assisted with outreach efforts at public meetings.

Jerri is a selfless person who is always willing to help everyone in any way she can. 
She is involved in her church and the community where she is held in highest 
regard, and she is very respected by her employees, her colleagues, and the 
producers.

Jerri was nominated by her peer and colleague, Shannon Wofford.

Join us Friday night at Phantom Canyon to honor our 
DSA winners and scholarship recipients!  Our dinner and 

auction are to salute them!  CASCOE has a prime 
rib/pork tenderloin banquet planned right across the 

street from our host hotel, The Antlers!  This is a great 
opportunity to recognize and honor the great people 

who dedicate their service to FSA!
From the entire SWA – CONGRATULATIONS!!

There is no 
elevator to 

success
You have to 
take the stairs
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The NASCOE Political Action Committee (PAC) is ONE of the 
primary methods used by NASCOE to promote the Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) and negotiate on behalf of the employees of the 

FSA Office.  

The SWA supports the PAC as well as any other area with a total 
of 17% of NASCOE members contributing to the PAC.  That ties 
with the NEA at 1st place.  There are a total of 189 members in 
the SWA that contributes $918 per pay period.  Those numbers 

put the SWA in 2nd place in both categories right behind the SEA.  

At the SWA Rally, an effort is underway to increase participation 
in the SWA and push it to the top in every category.  Not only will 

we be contributing to the good cause of promoting FSA and 
NASCOE, we will encouraging other areas to increase 

participation as well.

As part of the process, the Legislative Committee is offering an 
incentive for any member that joins the PAC at a minimum of a 

$3 contribution or increases their current contribution by at least 
$3.  A stainless steal cup bearing the NASCOE PAC logo will be 

presented at the time of the action.  

We look forward to seeing you in Colorado Springs in April.  Stop 
by the PAC table and help us secure our jobs and benefits and 

encourage other areas to increase participation as well.

Follow our event on 
Facebook as we post 

more about guest 
speakers, Colorado 

Springs need-to-know 
info, reservation/ 

registration reminders, 
and other Rally news!  
Got an auction item??  
Send a photo of it and 
we’ll post it – maybe 

someone is not getting 
to join us in April but 

REALLY wants to 
support us!!  OR . . . . 
Post your auction item 

photo to your own 
Facebook or 

Instagram page, use 
the hashtag, and link 
up with us that way!!  
Let’s get our Rally 

going!!

The Southwest Area has an email database that 
we have been utilizing since February.  If you 
have not received a SWA email at your home, 
then we do not have your home email address!
Provide that to us via your state Presidents to 
make sure you aren’t missing SWA news, or 

shoot us an email at 
swapublicitychair@gmail.com 6



NASCOE President, Dennis Ray, will be on hand at the SWA Rally. Mr. Ray is in his first
year as NASCOE President and will be joining us in Colorado fresh off the trip to WDC
for Negotiations! He should have a ton of news! Ray is the CED in Perry County,
Missouri and has served not only as the NASCOE Vice-President, but also Midwest Area
Negotiation Consultant, Midwest Area Alternate Executive, and Midwest Area
Executive. Dennis is also a husband, father and grandfather. During his term, Dennis
will be focusing on strengthening COC, increasing membership, improving
communication, leadership training, PT advancements, and building relationships with
new leadership.

NASCOE Vice-President, Brandon Wilson will also be in attendance at this month’s
Rally. Mr. Wilson is the CED in Marshall County, Kansas and is serving his first term as
VP. Additionally, Brandon has been a KASCOE President, Director, and Committee
Chair, Southwest Area Executive and Committee Chair, and has served on the NASCOE
Membership and Budget committees. Brandon was also a NASCOE representative on
the ACRSI and 2-CP work group teams. Brandon feels that the most fulfilling jobs in all
of USDA are the PT, CED and COC jobs and he will work hard keep these positions
strong in the future.

Clarice Navarro, Colorado FSA SED, will be joining us! Navarro was born and raised in
southeastern Colorado, and lives in Pueblo, Colorado. Navarro was first elected to
the Colorado State House of Representatives in 2012, and she was a strong advocate
for the agricultural community during her time as a legislator. She has a passion for
rural America and Colorado’s rural way of life.

NAFEC President, Craig Turner, has committed to represent the farmer elected
committees at the SWA Rally. Mr. Turner believes passionately in FSA and the COC
system of county office management. Craig is not only a spokesman for the national
association, but also a farmer/rancher in Motley, Cottle, Floyd, and Dickens Counties,
Texas utilizing FSA programs. Turner has served 9 years of COC service and 9 years as
NAFEC President. He is dedicated to the NASCOE mission and one of our greatest
allies.
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A – The Antlers, art galleries, Air Force Academy, arcades, attitude adjustment

B – banquet, baseball, Battlefield Colorado, breweries, budget, BCBS, business center

C – cliff dwellings, Cripple Creek Casino, Cave of the Winds, Challenge Course, cycling, convention

D – Dinosaur Resource Center, Summit House Donuts (cooked at 14,000 feet!), DSAs, Dillard’s Financial

E – engage, Elevation (over 6,000ft – watch your O2 & alcohol!), escape rooms, executive, event

F – FSA, Focus on the Family, fossil beds, FPAC, Farm Bill, Facebook

G – Garden of the Gods, Green Mountain Falls, Glen Eyrie Castle, Jay Goff, goals

H – horseback riding, history, heritage, hospitality, Chuck Hanagan

I – inclines at Manitou & Royal Gorge, interaction, intriguing

J – jeep tours, Kristal Jackson, JM Marketing, job (as in yours)

K – 5K Run/Walk, knowledge

L – legislation, leadership, loyalty, listening

M – mission, MEETINGS!!!, mineral springs, museums, membership 

N – NASCOE, negotiation, networking, Clarice Navarro

O – objectives, old Colorado City, OneUSDA, outreach, optimism

P – professionalism, Pikes Peak, Phantom Canyon Brewing Co, Pro Rodeo Hall of Fame, PAC

Q – questions & answers

R – reorganization, Royal Gorge, Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory, retirement, Dennis Ray, RASCOE

S – staffing, shuttles (as in there are none – check out  ), Segway in Cheyenne Canyon, spas

T – trains, trolleys, trams, tours, Craig Turner, teamwork, taskforce

U – US Olympic Training Center, united, understanding

V – voice, venue w/a view

W – Washington DC, whitewater, wineries, Wolf & Wildlife Center, Brandon Wilson, workload, website

X – eXciting, eXpectations, eXcellence

Y – yearly, you

Z – Cheyenne Mountain Zoo, zip lines
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Visit our convention website at:
http://www.sdascoe.org/2018-nascoe-convention.html

August 
2-4, 

2018

Be sure and check the events calendar on the 
NASCOE website for further developments!!
https://nascoe.org/nascoe-events-calendar/

Reminder:  
This year the SD folks are 

bringing back the pin 
exchange at the National 
Convention in Sioux Falls.  
If your state already has a 

supply of pins, then be sure 
to bring them with you.  If 
you don't have any yet, it's 

probably not too late to 
design and order some pins 
for your state's attendees 

to bring and trade!  
Let's represent our area!

You can find more 
information about the 

convention at 
www.sdascoe.org/2018-
nascoe-convention.html.
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