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Reserve your room by Friday, June 28, 2019! 

● Location: Courtyard by Marriott Dallas Allen 

● Start Date: Tuesday, July 16, 2019 

● End Date: Sunday, July 21, 2019 

● Rate: $120/night 

● Phone Reservation: 1-888-876-0601 ask for the “TASCOE” block 

● Online Reservation: Please visit www.tascoe.org/why-join/convention/ for the link. 

As TASCOE President, I personally invite you, your COC, and your families 

to the 2019 TASCOE Convention in Allen, TX. This will be a time of 

professional development, networking, fellowship, and the opportunity 

to gain a fresh perspective for the year ahead. Look for the registration 

form, hotel reservations, and more information in this issue of Tales! 



Vice-President’s Report 

“T he 
way to get 
started is to 
quit talking 
and begin 
doing.” 
Those 
poignant 
words were 
from the 
lover of all 

things magical and the man that made 
the impossible possible, Walt Disney. 
His love and gratitude helped design a 
culture within his company that is still 
inspirational today and felt by all who 
visit his parks and had the privilege to 
work for him.  

For those who don’t know me, well, I 
love to talk, but I also love to work for 
you. As your Vice President I am learn-
ing and trying to do so many new things. 
I am learning to talk less and listen 
more, which is hard for me. I am learn-
ing that it is okay to ask a question or to 
rephrase one you’ve asked over and 
over. With your help, your initiative and 
your eagerness to help us find solutions 
with in our organization we can create 
our own culture of caring and find ways 
to do more for us all.  

Our Texas executive team had a chance 
to do more last month. We went to the 
All South Rally in Nashville in early 
April. This was my first time to Nash-
ville. We walked around their downtown 

area and visited well-known places 
where we learned about the soul of 
country music and how it still resides in 
their wooden church pews. We also 
learned about famous southern mansions 
that were used for military forces during 
the Civil War and the beacons they have 
become today.  

We also learned we are NOT like other 
states. Our state shares. I am grateful and 
feel privileged that we can communicate 
with our State Office. Please know we 
can and have asked our STO questions 
regarding the new workload tool. Some 
states didn’t get an explanation, nor did 
their state office talk to them about the 
workload tool. Offices received their 

staffing numbers and that’s it. However, 
thanks to our membership and relation-
ship with our STO and NASCOE, we 
can ask and have been asking questions 
about our workload tool and WebTA, 
and also how ARS is being accounted 
for and evaluated.  

Lastly, while in Tennessee we learned 
that Tennesseans were just as proud of 
their state as we are of ours. They re-
minded us daily that they volunteered to 

come to Texas and fight with us, which 
reminded me that we, too, have volun-
teered.  

Each of you volunteered to become a 
member of this organization. We gather 
as volunteers to be a group of colleagues
-in-arms. We help each other navigate 
the waters of being county office em-
ployees. This year we have charted dif-
ferent or difficult paths because of the 
furlough, and now we are experiencing 
uncharted paths with our new workload 
tool. Remember, “Volunteers do not 
necessarily have the time; they just have 
the heart” ~ Elizabeth Andrew.  

We know each of you has the heart. I 
also know most of you volunteer for 
many other things in your life and enjoy 
giving your time and whole heart to 
those organizations just like this one. 
Please know I plan to be here for you all 
and to keep volunteering or to be volun-
told, for you all. I have my full heart 
committed to you all and to our organi-
zation. I believe you all do, too.  

Thank you for your time and I appreciate 

all that you do for our organization. If 

you feel like change is needed or you 

have ideas, please make contact with the 

executive board. Best wishes for a great 

end to spring and I hope you all have an 

amazing summer. See you all in Allen 

for the 2019 TASCOE Convention.  

Christa Kraatz 

Vice-President 

 

“Volunteers do not 

necessarily have the time; 

they just have the heart.” 

Elizabeth Andrew 

TASCOE Tales                    Page 2 

Election of Officers and Directors 

The election of officers will be held during the Director’s Meeting of the TASCOE Convention. This meeting will be 

on Thursday, July 18th. Candidates for President, Vice-President, and Secretary/Treasurer must announce their can-

didacy 30 days prior to this meeting in accordance with Article IV, Section 3 of the Constitution and By-Laws. All 

nominations must be submitted to the Secretary/Treasurer by June 18, 2019. Anyone wishing to run for office is en-

couraged to do so. If you have any questions, please contact one of the Executive Board members 

This year will also be the election of even-numbered district Directors to serve from October 1, 2019 to September 

30, 2021. These elections will begin shortly after the TASCOE Convention. If you want to get more involved, this is 

one way of doing so. 



I 
 try to live by the quote 

“Bring Your Best Self.” 

That can be an absolute 

challenge somedays. 

Lately, I have felt like I have 

been handed quite a few lem-

ons. Like most of the state, 

we are looking at new Farm 

Bill trainings, tracking crop 

history, certification, unideal crop conditions and End of 

the Year Reviews. Then you throw in whatever life chal-

lenges you may have, and it gets down right overwhelm-

ing. There is one thing that has helped me try to be my 

“Best Self” and that is my TASCOE/NASCOE Family. 

The last month I have had a large amount of people from 

TASCOE and NASCOE remind me that I am not alone. 

I truly appreciate it from the bottom of my heart. 

I am truly looking forward to the next few months 

though. We have Livestock/Dairy/Conservation training 

in June, where many of us will get to see familiar faces. 

TASCOE Convention will be July 17-20, 2019 in Allen, 

Texas, NASCOE Convention is July 31- August 3, 2019 

in Manhattan, Kansas, ARC/PLC and NAP training will 

also follow this fall.  

When I first came on with the agency in 2014, I remem-

ber the other employees continuing saying they did not 

know the offices anymore or it is not as fun, because we 

do not have face-to-face trainings anymore. Just the 

thought of these networking opportunities is firing me up 

for this next Farm Bill implementation. 

I would like to invite each and everyone of you to the 

TASCOE Convention in Allen this summer. We have 

been working diligently to set up speakers, come up with 

fun events, vendors, menus and make the best environ-

ment possible to bring our TASCOE family together. In 

this edition of TASCOE Tales, you will find the registra-

tion form along with the information to book your hotel 

room. Please, come enjoy Allen! 

Cannot Wait to See Y’all! 

Julie Goetzman 

Secretary/Treasurer 
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Secretary/Treasurer Report 

Courtyard by Marriott  

Dallas Allen  

in Allen, TX 





I 
 hope all of you are doing well and enjoying the 
start of summer with your families and friends. I 
am Dawna Hines, CED in Lavaca and Gonzales 
counties for the last 6 years. I’m honored to be 

TASCOE’s legislative chair and look forward to sharing 
information with all of you. Please don’t hesitate to 
reach out to me if you feel that you have a different 
perspective on an issue, or if you would just like to chat! 

Earlier this year we all experienced the effects of a 
historic furlough. NASCOE, along with the help of 
Hunter Moorehead (Crossroads Strategies), worked 
diligently to keep members as up-to-date as possible. 
There were constant changes and moving parts during 
the furlough, and TASCOE would like to thank 
everyone for their patience and understanding as 
TASCOE tried to pass along information as efficiently 
as possible. 

Hunter Moorehead’s efforts kept NASCOE up to date on 
the Farm Bill development and passing by the House 
and Senate. While the Farm Bill doesn’t look exactly as 
we had expected, compromises were made to put a 
safety net in place for America’s farmers and ranchers. 

On May 10, 2019 the House passed legislation providing 
funding for several programs. Agriculture aid is coming! 
NASCOE is monitoring program development and 
details will be provided as more information becomes 
available. 

Please consider becoming a 
PAC contributor now! Our 
NASCOE executives with the 
consultation received from 
Moorehead, are spending 
PAC funds wisely and more 
effectively. We welcome 
every TASCOE member to 
get involved. You can start 
out with just $3 a PP, because 
ALL contributions matter. 

The latest PAC numbers have 

Texas ranked fourth in the SWA with 73 contributors. I 
am thankful and I applaud you all, but I am confident we 
can get more contributors from the greatest state in the 
nation! 

If you are interested in becoming a PAC contributor or 
would like to increase your PAC contributions here are 
some links for information and forms – 

https://nascoe.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/
PAC_Promotion.pdf 

https://nascoe.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/
PAC_ENROLLMENT_FORM_2019_Version2.pdf 

https://nascoe.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/
PAC_ALLOTMENT_INCREASE_FORM_2019_VERS
ION2402.pdf 

If you need assistance with either of these forms please 
contact myself, Dawna Hines at 
dawna.winkler@gmail.com; Robert Payne (SWA 
Legislative Chair) at repced@gmail.com or Donny 
Green chief300@dtccom.net or Neil Burnette 
neil.burnette@yahoo.com  (NASCOE Legislative Co-
Chairs). 

Dawna Hines 

TASCOE Legislative Chair 
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Visit 
www.nascoe.org/the- 

nascoe-pac/ 

For more information! 

Legislative Report 

https://nascoe.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/PAC_Promotion.pdf
https://nascoe.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/PAC_Promotion.pdf
mailto:dawna.winkler@gmail.com
mailto:repced@gmail.com
mailto:chief300@dtccom.net
mailto:neil.burnette@yahoo.com


 We are currently accepting 

nominations for 2019 awards! 

Our deadline for these 

nominations is January 1, 

2020, so we ask that you go 

ahead and start thinking about 

who you should nominate and 

get those nominations in. We 

know you know someone 

deserving of an award! If 

you’re just not sure where to 

start that’s what we are here 

for. Contact us and we will help 

you in any way we can to 

nominate a deserving 

employee of these awards, and 

if we don’t know the answer, 

we will find it. This is also 

another amazing reason to 

attend our annual TASCOE 

meeting during the summer, to 

become more familiar with one 

another and to get more 

involved. We’re all in this 

together! WE NEED YOU TO 

NOMINATE!!! 

At our state level, we award 1 

CED and 1 PT in the three 

following categories: 

 Service To Community 

 Service To Agriculture 

 Service To TASCOE/NASCOE 

 From those winners, we 

choose one from each category 

to submit to the Southwest 

Area Chair and committee for 

judging. From that point, the 

SWA chair submits the award 

winners to the National Level 

for consideration. Anyone that 

has received an award cannot 

be considered again in that 

particular category. For 

anyone that has submitted a 

nomination on a member in 

the past that was not chosen, 

feel free to send those in again. 

This might be their lucky year!  

Also, you may at any time 
submit a nomination for the 
“Extra Mile Award”-   This 
award is for TASCOE members 
or IMMEDIATE FAMILY 
members who go that "Extra 
Mile" at work, home, or 
school. This nomination form 
is also located on the NASCOE 
website at www.nascoe.org.  
 
Please don’t hesitate to 
call or email with any 
questions, we will be 
happy to help in any way!  
 
Sick Leave awards – 
These are calculated each 
year based off of the 
previous year’s dues 
transmittals, so please, 
please fill those out 
completely and as 
accurately as possible.  
 

The following is awarded each 
year: 
 
1000 hours – Certificate 
1500 hours – Certificate 
2000 hours – Certificate 
2500 hours – Plaque 
3000 hours – Plaque 
3500 hours – Plaque 
 
We owe a BIG Thank you to our 
awards committee for your 
work. Our deadline is right in 
the middle of the holidays, but 
these ladies always seem to get 
their votes back in and allow us 
to meet our deadlines for 
Southwest Area. You gals are 
awesome!  
 
Please submit your 

nominations online at 

www.nascoe.org. If you have 

any questions at all, please 

send those to Tanya Bell at 

tanya.bell@usda.gov or 940-

549-6523 ext 2.  
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Committee Chair -     Tanya Bell  

               Members -   Karen Williams, Torrie Gilleland, & Emery Letz 

Awards Committee Report 

Awards are just one of the many 

benefits of TASCOE/NASCOE 

membership.  

Check out the Benefits page of the 

TASCOE website to learn more, or 

take a look at our membership flyer on 

the “Why Join”  

flag page at www.tascoe.org 

Hey Everyone! 

http://www.nascoe.org
http://www.nascoe.org
mailto:tanya.bell@usda.gov


As the weather heats up, that can only 

mean one thing…TASCOE Convention 

season is here! We are looking forward 

to seeing everyone this year in Allen, 

Texas. The Scholarship Committee has 

been busy announcing the 2019 TASCOE 

and RASCOE scholarship recipients. 

These fine individuals will be presented 

their scholarships at the TASCOE 

Scholarship and Awards banquet at the 

Courtyard by Marriott Hotel in Allen on 

Friday July 19
th
:  

 Jillian Wendel – Daughter of Jeannine 

Wendel, CED of Young County 

 Samantha Pawelek – Daughter of 

Steven Pawelek, CED of Austin County 

 Jarrett Johnson – Son of Trent 

Johnson, CED of Randal County 

 Joshua Hernandez – Son of Bea 

Hernandez, PT of Knox County 

It is through our Live and Silent 

auctions that we are able to raise the 

funds to support these individuals and 

those in the future. We need your help 

Districts, send out the word to round 

up action items so that we can continue 

funding these scholarships and help 

fund the education for the youth of our 

TASCOE members. This year we do have 

TASCOE Scholarship Auction Donation 

Forms available so that you can list the 

item donated and a preferably starting 

bid for the item etc. Simply fill out the 

form and attach it to the item being 

donated. As you are gathering up items 

for auction, please send a picture to 

Judy Muller at 

judybarrera1003@gmail.com or John 

Tyson at tysonaggie@icloud.com. We 

would like to publicize the items ahead 

of time on Facebook and e-mail prior to 

the Convention.  

 

See Y’all in Allen TASCOE Family,  

Judy Muller & John Tyson  
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Report 

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE 

Howdy TASCOE Members, 

Round up those donations and visit the Scholarship 

page of the TASCOE website for the donation form! 

mailto:judybarrera1003@gmail.com
mailto:tysonaggie@icloud.com
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Joshua Hernandez 
Joshua Adam Hernandez is the 18-year-old son of Beatrice Sepeda Hernandez (Program 
Technician in Knox County) from Munday, Texas.  He is graduating from Munday Consoli-
dated High School, Munday, Texas on May 24, 2019.  Joshua has been very active in the 
Munday Purple Cloud Band all of his junior high and high school years.  Joshua is also an 
altar server at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Rhineland, Texas and has been for many 
years.  Joshua is going to Texas State Technical College in Abilene, Texas.  He is going 
for Electrical power and controls.   
 
His dream: “...Is to gain some experience while working for some years then eventually 
come back to Munday and start my own company.” 

Jarrett Johnson 
Jarrett Johnson is a Canyon High School graduate. In his time there, he participated in 

baseball, football, National Honor Society, and was the drumline captain in band. 
While balancing this difficult schedule, he managed to be a high-achiever in the 
classroom as well graduating as the salutatorian of the class of 2019. Over his 

four-year high school career he earned many awards that included Top 10 Honors, 
Superintendent’s Scholar, Adaleine Strain Barker Highest GPA Award, Outstanding 

Leadership Award, and Salutatorian Honors. After high school, Jarrett plans to attend 
the University of Texas at Dallas. There he will play baseball for the Comets, and 

pursue a degree in biochemistry on a pre-medicine track. After graduating college, he 
wishes to pursue a career in orthopedic surgery.  

Samantha Pawelek 

 Samantha Pawelek has had a passion for music since she was in elementary school. 
From the church choir to school performances, she grew in her love for music and began follow-
ing the path to becoming an ensemble director. After joining band in high school, she was ex-
posed to a new world of making music through instruments and chose to kindle her flame of mu-
sicianship in the band hall. Her aspirations are to bring music into every student ’s life she comes 
across, to provide an education beyond writing and arithmetic and into a universe where all of 
their skills are tested at one time.  
 Samantha has one younger sibling, Celeste Pawelek, and her father is Steven Pawelek, 
County Executive Director of the Austin/Washington County FSA Agency.  
 Samantha graduated from Bellville High School where she finished 17th in her class. She 
was an All-State tenor saxophonist as well as Drum Major of the Big Red Brahma Band. Saman-
tha earned the title of UIL State Outstanding Musician in 2017 as well as Superior ratings for 
both her vocal and instrumental solos and ensembles at Region and State contests across her 
four years of high school band. 
 Samantha is currently attending the University of the Incarnate Word pursuing a degree 
in Music with a Minor in All-Level Education to become a band director and clinician. She is a 

member in many of the ensembles at UIW for both her instrumental and vocal skill. She will re-
turn to her sophomore year as an Undergraduate Leader for the Marching Cardinals. 

Jillian Wendel 

I am a senior, soon to be an honor graduate of Graham High School. I enjoy 
working at my multiple jobs at a Smokehouse, Plant Nursery, Tanning Salon, 

and a Museum. I have a love for art and want to continue on with my passion by 
becoming a museum curator. I also enjoy cooking, yoga, reading, and fashion. I 
will be attending Texas A&M University in the Fall, where I will major in Anthro-

pology with a minor in Museum Studies. I plan to take many cultural courses 
that can expose more unique art to me. I am excited about what the future has 

in store for me.  



By: John Bird, Eastland Co. CED 

Ronald Clay is an older cowboy who lives outside of 

Flomot, Texas, which accounts for about 180 of the 

1,000 people who live in Motley County. I came to 

know Mr. Clay when I worked in the Motley County 

FSA office. 

 

I knew that the Clay boys were wild in their 

younger days. One of them sewed a rattlesnake’s 

mouth shut and threw it into the crowded office of 

the Flomot Gin, causing the workers to scatter. 

According to Joe Ike, his brother Ronald was the 

culprit.  

 

Billy Wayne Denison, former CED at 

Spur, told me that Ronald used to 

pop the heads off live rattlesnakes by 

cracking them like a whip. J. Frank 

Dobie’s book, Rattlesnakes, talks 

about cowboys pulling that stunt, but 

I thought it was part of the folklore 

in the book. 

 

One day when Mr. Clay came into 

the office, I asked him about it. “Oh, 

yeah, I guess I’ve popped a snake or two,” he said. 

“That would be something to see,” I said. “Well, I’ll 

call you this spring when the snakes come out of 

their dens,” he promised. 

 

That April, I showed up at his house with my jeans 

tucked into my boots. We took off in his pickup 

with two five gallon buckets rigged with wooden 

lids and two snake grabbers that didn’t seem long 

enough considering what they grabbed. We walked 

along the sides of draws and cliffs in an area that 

John Wayne movies could have been filmed in. 

“Watch your step,” Mr. Clay unnecessarily warned. 

 

The first den had three snakes coiled just outside. 

Ronald grabbed one with the grabber as calmly as if 

he were picking up the morning paper, setting off a 

wild buzzing from the captive and his two friends, 

who both started retreating. “Grab one,” he said. 

Not wanting to show my fear, I grabbed the snake 

right at its middle. It took both hands on the 

grabber to hold him up. After we got both snakes in 

the bucket, and after I made sure that the lid was 

securely latched, we headed to the next den. 

 

After a few catches, I started to feel brave. But 

when Mr. Clay decided that we needed a certain 

snake that was coiled in some brush, which a 

person would have to crawl to get to, I drew the 

line. Mr. Clay didn’t hesitate. He dropped to his 

belly and crawled under the brush almost until the 

snake was overhead, reached up and grabbed it, 

and crawled back out like it was nothing. 

 

When the hunt was over, I wasn’t 

sure whether to mention the 

snake popping or not. I didn’t 

want to cause a seventy-

something year old man to get 

rattlesnake bit. But Mr. Clay 

hadn’t forgotten. He pulled the 

biggest snake we caught out of the 

bucket—it may have been three 

and a half or four feet long—and 

dropped it on the ground. “You’ve got to get them 

kinda stretched out,” he explained as he prodded 

the snake with the grabber, as if I were going to try 

it next. “And once you grab his tail, you need to 

keep him twirling.” And twirling he was, around 

and around like a windmill. “That way he can’t 

strike.” 

 

And then, whether you believe it or not, my old 

cowboy friend cracked that snake like a whip. On 

the first try, the head didn’t come off. “I guess I’m 

getting old,” Mr. Clay said while he still twirled. But 

the second crack was successful, the head came off, 

I saw it, lived to tell about it, and darn sure didn’t 

try it. 

 
I’ll never forget that day, and when I read of 

some stunt that a Texas cowboy 

supposedly pulled back in the day, 

I don’t doubt it. 
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“Snake Hunting in Texas” 



It takes a special kind of athlete to 

participate in the Winter Olympics.  

Cold wind and harsh training 

conditions make even the most 

dedicated athletes unlace their shoes.  

It’s no different when you sign up for 

the USDA Olympic challenges.  Making 

the mindful decision to get up and 

move during office breaks, work out 

after work, and keeping track of all 

those miles is not for the faint of heart. 

 

Marco Arizmendi participated in the 

2019 USDA Winter Olympic challenge.  

He racked up the miles and was 

announced the SILVER MEDAL 

WINNER in the Turtle Category!  I had 

to know more!  Once Marco agreed to 

sit down for a one-on-one interview, it 

was easy to see how his positive 

attitude and perseverance propelled 

him to this victory.  

 

Jill:  What are your main motivations 

for doing the 2019 USDA Winter 

Olympics?  

Marco: To lose weight. To keep active.  

We sit at our desks working for our 

farmers and ranchers but being 

stationary all day is tiring.  When I am 

walking I put on my headphones and 

walk to the beat of the music. 

 

Jill:  What do you most enjoy about 

athletics or competition? 

Marco: WINNING, hahaha.  The 

competition keeps you on your toes, 

makes you think about what you’re 

doing each day. 

 
Jill:  What was your strategy in the 

challenge? 
Marco: My strategy 
was to try walking at 
least during morning 
and afternoon breaks 
and get in a Zumba 
class twice a week. 
 
I had noticed during 
the challenge, Marco 
made laps around our 
office.  Using a fitness 
tracker, he logged an 
estimated ½ mile each 
break. 
 
Jill:  What do you dislike about 
training?   
Marco: It was in the WINTERTIME!  
The west Texas wind was cold. 
 
Jill:  How would you rate your 
determination to succeed in this 
challenge?   
Marco: A 7 out of 10, I pushed enough 
to get up and move as much as possible 
every day. 
 
Jill:  Do you participate in any other 
sport, recreation or fitness activities?  
Marco: ZUMBA!  It’s fun, we dance to 
music and burn a lot of extra calories 
laughing. 
 
Jill:  What are your long-range goals in 
health and wellness?  
Marco: I want to keep a healthy 
lifestyle, continue to lose weight and feel 
good.  Sitting and being sedentary all 
day is not good for heart, mind or body.  
I need to be with FSA long enough to 
give everybody a hard time! 
 
Jill:  As a USDA Olympic athlete, what 

should your theme song be and why? 

Marco: “CELEBRATION” by Kool and 

the Gang, because every day should be a 

celebration! 

 

Jill:  If you were representing your 

country in the next Winter Olympics, 

in what sport would you compete? 

Marco:  CURLING, hahahaha.  It might 

be the only thing I could do! 

 

Jill:  What would you say to others at 

FSA, to motivate them in future 

challenges? 

Marco:  It’s fun, gets you out of your 

routine.  You will feel better after you do 

it.  So, get you some headphones, get 

you some music, and get to walking. 

 
After the visit, I had time to reflect on 

Marco’s comments.  I really believe his 

positive outlook was a key factor in 

this win.  He pushes our office in work 

and wellness each day.  The Martin 

County FSA Office is very proud of 

Marco and everyone who participated 

in the Winter Olympic challenge.  

Marco and the rest of our team 

encourage you to stay active and walk 

a few extra mindful miles.. 
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“My Interview with Marco, a USDA Olympic Medalist” 
By: Jill Halfmann, Martin-Ector/Crain/Midland Co. CED 



TASCOE Tales                  Page 11 

Hale County 
Hadleigh Grace Rankin was born on May 6, 2019 (which is also her Great 
Grandmother’s birthday) weighing 7lbs 13 oz. and 20 inches long.  Hadleigh is 

the daughter of Caitlyn & Leighton Rankin and the granddaughter of Matt & 
Torrie Gilleland.  Torrie is a PT in the Hale County office.  This is the 5th grand-
child for Torrie, but the 1st granddaughter. 
Photo by: Robin’s Nest Photography by Robin Sanders 

Hockley County 
J’Lea Pigg, graduated from kindergarten on May 22, 2019,  with high honors.   

J’Lea plans on completing school and will someday have an amazing career 

as a Veterinarian.  She plans on working with large and small animals.  She 

might even be on TV working with Dr. Pol! 

J’Lea is the 6 year old daughter of JC and Le’Ann Pigg, and the 
granddaughter of Johnny and Paula Miller, CED in Hockley County. 

Howard County 

Howard County NRCS, ARS and FSA had a teamwork and communication building Easter egg 
hunt.  Teams had to trust each other to lead them to the “loot” in a Blind Man’s Easter Egg Hunt. 
   

DISTRICT 2  

DISTRICT 4 

DISTRICT 5 

HOWARD COUNTY CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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Howard County ….Continued 

DISTRICT 7  

Young County 
Congratulations to 2019 Graham 
High School graduate, Jillian 
Paige Wendel, daughter of 

Duane and Jeannine Wendel 
(Young County CED) 

Young County 
“From Kinder to Graham High School honor gradu-

ate,” Jillian P. Wendel with a 4.004 GPA. Jillian is 

the daughter of Duane and Jeannine P. Wendel, 
Young CED, District #7. 

Young County 
Take Your Daughters and Sons to Work Day 

“We actively participated in the Take your Daughters 
and Sons to Work Day in the midst of a huge remodel 
and COC meeting and wanted to share with you all!” 

 
Top Left: Young COC members: Billy Atwood, Vice-
Chair; Julia Campbell, Member; Jillian P. Wendel, 

Senior daughter of CED Jeannine P. Wendel; Wendel; 
Cody Riddle, Chairman 

Bottom Left: Young COF staff:  PT’s: Erin Collins; 
Tanya Bell; Jillian P. Wendel, CED’s daughter; 

Jeannine P. Wendel, Young CED 

Right: Proud CED Jeannine and daughter Jillian. 



Lamar County 
Cooper Whitis (8), son of Lester and Randi Whitis 
(CED Lamar), enjoyed another year of basketball 
with the Magic and played Catcher for the Coach 

Pitch Blue Jays 

Baseball.  He 
looks forward to 
starting football 
this summer at 

Chisum Elemen-
tary. 
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Young County 
“Several current and retired FSA employees and NRCS gathered together for 
the funeral of Peggy L. Murry. Peg has been retired from Throckmorton FSA 
CED for several years after 42 years of service to the agency. She paved the 
way for female CEDs and we loved her dearly.  She was one in a million and 

will be greatly missed.  It was great to hug and visit with FSA (ASCS) family 
today…I could see Peggy smiling above knowing we shared some stories 
about her.” -Jeannine Wendel, Young County CED 

Below L-R:  Roger Tonne, retired Stephens CED and dear friend to Peg-
gy;  Gerald Voss, retired Throckmorton NRCS Technician that worked with 
Peggy;  Kelly Lindsey, Wilbarger CED and former Throckmorton PT hired by 

Peggy; Jeannine P. Wendel, Young CED that 
worked with Peg for many years;  Kelly Head, re-

tired Jones CED and past Throckmorton CED; 
Michelle Clark, retired Throckmorton PT hired by 
Peggy; Kathy Bailes,  Hall CED and former 
Throckmorton PT hired by Peggy and owes her 

career to her; N.E. Deweber, retired District Direc-
tor that trained Peggy to be a CED.  

DISTRICT 9 



Lamar County 
Lester and Randi Whitis (CED Lamar) welcomed a new baby, 
Grady “Cade” Whitis on March 13, 2019 at 12:21 pm.  Cade 
was 7 lbs 8 oz and 19 ½”.  His older brother Cooper is excited 

he is finally here. 
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Lamar County 
Cooper Whitis (8), son of Lester and Randi Whitis (CED Lamar), started two 
new events with the South Central Youth Rodeo Association this year.  He 
moved up to Breakaway and Goat Tying. 

DISTRICT 9 

Williamson County 
Jack Engelmann, oldest son of Julie and 

Craig Engelmann, Williamson County 
CED, has been signed to play baseball at 
UTSA!  



San Saba-Mills  County 
“Celebrating our rural heritage at the 2019 Western Heritage Classic, 
Abilene Texas, Mother’s Day weekend.”  Mike and Beth Bataillon, San 

Saba-Mills County PT, and some of their best friends from Mills County. 
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Mason  County 
Jake Maenius, son of Jackie and Randy Maenius, Mason County CED, is 
employed by NRCS in Plainview, and recently passed his engineering  
exam.  So, you all are looking at a “soon-to-be” licensed engineer!!! 

DISTRICT 11 

Nacogdoches  County 
Kamryn Morris, 9 year- old granddaughter of Nacogdoches PT Tina Crofford 

playing 10-under softball tournaments.  Shown here with one of her Champion-
ship rings. 
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Nacogdoches  County 
Saige Brown, Hillsboro, 14 year old granddaughter of Nacogdoches County 
PT Tina Crofford, won Texas Junior High Rodeo Association Region X, year-

end Champion Goat Tying and Reserve 

Champion Breakaway Roping.  Saige quali-
fied and will be a contestant at the National 
Little Britches Rodeo Finals, Guthrie, OK in 
July.  

Houston-Leon-Madison County 
Amber Harrelson from District 11 would like to say 
that we honestly miss seeing Darvin Collins every day but we are glad 

he is having a wonderful retirement!  Amber is also happy to report 
that both her Daughters are enjoying Softball and the last day of 
school! 

 

Left: Layla is too proud to be a part of her 10U 
Softball team and is happy to announce she will be 
moving on to 5th Grade! She is so very happy 

school is over and says “Thank you Lovelady PTA 
for sponsoring Super Fun Day! Can we go to the 
beach now!”  

Right: Julie is loving T-Ball softball and is Happy to 

announce she will be moving on to 2nd grade! No 
better way to celebrate the last day of school like 
Super Fun Day! 

DISTRICT 12 

Fayette-Lee  County 
Sadie Rose Schielack is ready for Summer! Sadie was born 01/03/2019 to 

Trent & Kortney Schielack of College Station and is the granddaughter of 
Kay Schielack, Fayette/Lee County PT.  
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Fort Bend County 
Arianna Crum, daughter of Fort 
Bend County CED Veronica 
Crum, U8 Girls Soccer team went 
undefeated with Katy Youth Soc-
cer this season!  Arianna also re-
ceived special recognition for her 
hard work this season. 

Fayette-Lee County 
Far Left: Levi Garlick, Fayette/Lee 
County CED won the Southwest 
Area Distinguished Service Award 

for Outstanding Service to Community presented by Morgan Lim-
mer at the All South Rally in Nashville, Tennessee.  

Above: Texas group also in attendance at the All South Rally in 

Nashville, Tennessee, along with Levi. 

Fayette-Lee County 
Clay Hoffmann and Kylee Hoff-
mann, children of Fayette/Lee 
County PT Dawn Hoffmann, 
have been busy bees. Kylee par-
ticipated in two dance recitals 
this spring.  She danced in the 
Herman Sons Life Schulenburg 
School of Dance recital on May 
4th, and in the On Point Studio’s 
dance recital on May 19th. This 
girl loves to dance! Clay just finished his second year 
of T-Ball with the Schulenburg Little League with his 
last game on May 15th. He had so much fun this year 
continuing to learn and play with his friends. 



TASCOE Tales                  Page 18 

Lavaca County 
Wyatt Decker, son of Tim and Courtney Decker (Lavaca County PT)   
graduated Preschool and will be off to Kindergarten in the Fall! 

Victoria County 
Aubrey Logan, daughter of Marcy Logan (Victoria 
County PT), graduated Kindergarten. Pictured 
with her awesome teacher Mrs. Webb, Aubrey 

received recognition for Kindergarten Completion, 
Perfect Attendance, Citizenship, and the Vickers 
Elementary Top Lion Award!  
 

Frio-La Salle County 
Happy Birthday to McKenzie and Levi Muller, children of CED Judy 
Muller! 

Levi celebrated his 1st birthday this May. 
He loves to chase the dog (Caley) around 
and likes to swim. 
 
McKenzie will be celebrating her 4th birth-
day in June! She loves all types of animals 
and wants to be a Veterinarian. 

DISTRICT 13 

DISTRICT 14 
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Cameron County 
Sofia Marlen Perez (18 yrs old), daughter of Cristobal Perez, Cameron County 
CED, graduated from Naval Basic Training on March 15, 2019 at the Great 
Lakes Training Center, Waukegan, IL. Sofia was transferred to Fort Sam  
Houston, San Antonio, TX to begin Corpsman (Combat) Training. Upon  
completion of Corpsman Training, Sofia will be an active duty certified EMT in 

the Navy. Sofia is tentatively scheduled to be transferred to Camp Pendelton, 
San Diego, CA after Corpsman Training. 

DISTRICT 15 
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2019 NASCOE Convention: July 31-August 4 in Manhattan, KS 

GAME PLAN: 

Tuesday, July 30 

Registration  

Wednesday, July 31 

Registration continues 

Tours & Activities 

Thursday, August 1 

General Session kicks off 

“Denim Night” 

Friday, August 2 

Convention continues 

Area/Group breakouts 

“Kansas Night” 

Saturday, August 3 

Elections 

Conclusion of General  

Session 

“Diamond Night” 
Join us in Manhattan, KS! 

http://www.kascoe.org/


Visit our organization websites for more information or follow us all on        acebook!!  

www.tascoe.org 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Texas-association-of-FSA-County-Office-Employess/188526634494360 

www.nafecfsa.com 

https://www.facebook.com/fsacountycommittees/ 

www.nascoe.org 

https://www.facebook.com/NASCOENews/ 

 COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

DISTRICT TASCOE DIRECTORS 

Do you have questions about TASCOE/NASCOE? 

Do you have suggestions about how to make your day-to-day FSA job better? 

Do you have concerns about your rights/responsibilities as an FSA Employee? 

Reach out to these folks—they want to help you! AWARDS 

Tanya Bell 

BENEFITS 

Kyle Longoria 

DOOR PRIZES 

Melissa Galipp 

FINANCE 

Darrin Watkins 

LEGISLATIVE 

Dawna Hines 

MEMBERSHIP 

Morgan Limmer 

NAFEC 

Levi Garlick 

PROGRAMS 

LaCresha Dale 

PUBLICITY/WEBMASTER 

Marcy Logan 

SCHOLARSHIPS/EMBLEMS 

Judy Muller & John Tyson 

DISTRICT 1 

Adam Acker 

Potter/Armstrong/ 

Oldham County 

adam.acker@usda.gov 

DISTRICT 2 

Torrie Gilleland 

Hale County 

torrie.gilleland@usda.gov 

DISTRICT 3 

Kathy Williams 

Childress County 

Kathy.williams@usda.gov 

DISTRICT 4 

Carrie Kimbrell 

Cochran County 

carrie.kimbrell@usda.gov 

DISTRICT 5 

Michelle Strain 

Reeves/Loving/Ward 

Winkler County 

michelle.strain@usda.gov 

DISTRICT 6  

Janette Johnson 

Comanche County 

Janette.johnson@usda.gov 

 

DISTRICT 7 

Jeannine Wendel 

Young County 

jeannine.wendel@usda.gov 

DISTRICT 8 

Dustin Wright 

Johnson/Tarrant County 

dustin.wright@usda.gov 

DISTRICT 9 

Ellie Stringer 

Red River County 

ellie.stringer@usda.gov 

DISTRICT 10 

Beth Bataillon 

San Saba/Mills County 

beth.bataillon@usda.gov 

 

DISTRICT 11 

Tina Crofford 

Nacogdoches/Angelina/Trinity/

Shelby/San Augustin County 

tina.crofford@usda.gov 

 

DISTRICT 12 

Kay Schielack 

Fayette/Lee County 

kay.schielack@usda.gov 

DISTRICT 13 

Darrin Watkins 

Victoria/Calhoun County  

darrin.watkins@usda.gov 

DISTRICT 14 

Brian Hanson 

Bexar County 

brian.hanson@usda.gov 

DISTRICT 15 

John Hinojosa 

Hidalgo County 

john.hinojosa@usda.gov 
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http://www.nafecfsa.com
https://www.facebook.com/fsacountycommittees/
http://www.nascoe.org
https://www.facebook.com/NASCOENews/

